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Commentaries on Helen Tai’s Electoral Success and American Political Dynamism

American Political Dynamism

If you take Helen’s electoral victory as bor-
dering on the extraordinary, consider two other
cases. One is Ismael Fernandez, an immigrant’s
descendent from Mexico, who was elected a
Councilman of Wilder City, Idaho, when he was
19 (the other four councilmen of the city were
all Latinos).

The other is Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez.
She defeated last June Joseph Crowley in a
Democratic Party primary in New York City.
Crowley is a ten-term Democratic Congressman
and a powerful leader of his party in the House
of Representatives. And who is Ocasio-Cortez?
She is 28 years old, a maintenance worker and a
waitress until a few months before the primary,
and her mother was born in Puerto Rico.

Other, more prominent and more incredi-
ble, cases of individuals’ winning electoral of-
fices in nearly impossible situations, come to
mind. Think about Ronald Reagan and Barack
Obama. One had long been known only as an
actor, and the other, a Black community worker,
unknown at all to the public at large. Before they
jumped into the political fray, who could imag-
ine they would one day become the presidents
of the United States, the most powerful persons
of the world?

What account for the conversion of these
nearly impossibilities into reality? The answer to
this question can be traced to the common traits
of all the political aspirants noted above: con-
victions, persistency, and charisma. Yet another
all-important factor is below the surface: two
powerful currents in the American mainstream.
They show up in the form of the Federalists v.
State Sovereigntists at the beginning of this na-
tion, the Unionists and emancipationists v. the
Cessationists around the era of the Civil War, the
Big Business v. the Progressivists in the late 19th
century and the early 20th century, and the civil
rightists v. anti-civil rightists since the 1960s.

Encapsulating all these conflicting forces
are what we now call Liberalism and Conser-
vatism. The former seeks to adapt to changes
brought by the progression of history; the latter
tries to preserve the existing political order in the
aftermath of changes. The parties that represent
these two political currents may be called the
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Democrats and the Republicans or some other
names. And they sometime switch sides in terms
of political preferences. Democrats in the Amer-
ican south prior to the 1970s are, for example,
now called Republicans.

These two currents, which often clash and
occasionally collaborate, make up American
political dynamism. If you join either side and
if you possess conviction, persistency, and cha-
risma, you are likely to win in elections.

This little pedantic exercise on American
political participation is intended to encourage
young aspirants to seek political offices in the
present age of divisiveness and gridlock. It also
underscores the various comments on Helen’s
electoral experiences, as noted below.
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