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Democracy, Voting, and the Individual |

By Edward “Buck” Shomo

vote about the matters affecting the city. This ‘people had lived with for all those centuries. The men who

power’ was know in their language as ‘demokratia,’ fought England to start the United States embraced
from which we get our idea and word, ‘democracy.” In  the ideas of the Enlightenment, including the idea
fact, if a person was thought to have too much influence, that men should rule themselves in a democracy,
the citizens could vote to make him leave the city for a ~ with each person having a voice in the matters of
time. They put their votes on broken pieces of clay pots, the public, and not a king or emperor. When they

‘ostraka’ in the Greek language. This is where the English wrote the Constitution of the United States, they
word ‘ostracize’ comes from- when the group ignores and gave new life to the old tree of democracy which .
expels a person because of his actions. had seemed to be dead for a thousand years. As ﬁ,)]"}" @Eﬂi

After centuries ruling themselves by democracy, the a republic, it was hoped that the men (and later,

Greek city-states were eventually taken over and made women) elected to represent people in government usalaw@gmall.com

part of the expanding Roman territories. The Romansonce ~ would follow the example of George Washington, 317 - 289 - 7748

had a king, and the men who killed the king and replaced serving without putting his own needs or the needs

him with Greek style democracy were considered heroes. and desires of the most powerful before those of EEEm.

But Rome was too big for all the citizens to vote on every  the people who had elected him. BAEE NI & EEAE A EEH, £

subject- there was just too much to study and consider, Although government in the modern United . . . NGRS
and too much territory for all the citizens to be able to States may not live up to the ideas written in the Uﬁﬁ{f%‘%)ﬁ ? E?H%E’jfjﬁ{%ff\ iELﬁEE i
understand and make informed decisions. So the Romans Constitution, Americans are raised to believe that RFAKNm, e SE, Tl}éﬁﬂ:& L+
invented a kind of democracy in which certain elected cach and every person has an equal voice in the KEE ERY, ENEITFLHFREAT,
officials would be chosen by the citizens to represent matters of the public. Tens of thousands have HERZ—Er TR A, Ml T asi I

their interests. In the language of the Romans, Latin,  died fighting for this idea, first in wars against the PRI HNE R4, 0] Bl o — X EESE
Edward “Buck” Shomo, Esq. Immigration this type of government was .known as a ‘res publicg,’ English kings, and later agginst qther Americans TEHESTFEIR, dEEEARAFEHE, B
Attorney meaning ‘a matter Qf the pgbllc,’ The Roman Republic,  who thought‘ that full c1t1zen§h1p should gnly SR TR S A TP E A B e R E A D
using the democratic republic form of government, lasted ~ belong to a limited few. The idea of American B BT84k Jng A EE PRy ST
. . . . . . . Pim, AIRIRE NS EESEIE SRR
The United States has a form of government for centuries, expanding the territory controlled by the democracy was written in the Declaration of e

that is known as a ‘democratic republic.” These two Romans, who offered Roman citizenship, a voice in the  Independence, the document created to inform the o R . X
s s gl iy . AR A=A ST L = k
words find their origins in the very roots of Western democracy, to many of the people that they conquered. king of England that the American colonists no FEZULEY S PR A A

civilization, and it may be a surprise to many that the It was only when the Roman Republic over expanded  longer believed in one person having power over ﬁi‘f%o ~%%1¢§1u E’\J?—L'EE ’ ﬁﬁfﬂﬁﬂ;ﬁ
tree that grew from those roots appeared dead for over and became too dependent on slavery that the democracy  all. The Declaration stated, “We hold these truths N TH LRI B ). YRR S %

a thousand years. The country was founded with the failed, and although the Roman Empire had elections that ~ to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, 2y, RO =zw, BARXEEMRT DL RS

idea of equality and an equal voice for all, something looked like democracy, one Emperor made all the real  that they are endowed by their Creator with certain o, XA AT DR e, &5

we still work to achieve. ‘ decision§, and he answered to no one, and so democracy ur.lalienable (cannot be sold, giyen or taken away) A2, BAIARERE M, 15 HIEY
“Democracy” comes from the ancient Grepk slowly died. . R1ght§, that among these are Life, Liberty, aqd the e SR A A RS2

language, ‘demos,” meaning ‘the people’ and ‘kratia,’ When the Roman Empire finally fell, Europe pursuit of Happiness. That to secure these rights,

meaning ‘rule or power.” Greece is a large peninsula, broke into thousands of small kingdoms. At this point, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving e e

with many smaller peninsulas pushing into the sea, kings claimed their right to make all decisions from two their just (fair) powers from the consent of the LD "ﬁjﬂiﬁl = NP

and nearby islands surrounding it. It is mountainous, sources: military power and God. For over a thousand governed.” This idea, that governments, and other SRS T 2 MR TR B TH AR,

and much of its wealth in ancient times, thousands of years, European kings, emperors, and other royal leaders ~ organizations, are formed by individuals who have FEARFZI . ERENMIEEZHIERMN
years ago, came from the ships that moved between all made decisions, ignoring the wishes of the people, an equal voice in how much power and how the VAT, WNREHEF L, RS, Ho
the cities in the bays made by the peninsulas, and on because they claimed that God put them in power.  power of the government or organization may be RERFFD TINS5 1
Eh.e islands., This geography caused Wha? are know as Anyone who disagr.eed would be going against God  used, is the foundation of .the American nation and W, WA ECD RO I ?7}:& S
c.lty-states. to deyelop- We.althy, sophisticated, but (and probably find himself .at j[he wrong end of a S\yord). culture. We may have fa.lled many, many people, g PEA VAT R TR EAE, EEEK
with very little territory. Their wealth came from trade After the Crusades, the Christian European wars with the  from the enslaved to Native Americans to women = R e 2L ~ 2D

S . : - L N 2, FREFEEREC®RT, SRS
and the intelligence of their people. Among these Muslim Near East, old Greek and Roman books, long lost ~ and immigrants, in including them in this idea, but S e L RS, R
Greek city-states, there were ruling classes made up in Europe, but preserved by Arab scholars, found their  this notion of equality and equal voice remain a RAE /JE N '%}\‘4 ° \35227] ,_.ﬁi )
of citizens, and the rest of the people were slaves. The way back to European readers, who once again read about ~ goal for us all. It is the inheritance of each person ﬁﬂ%ﬁﬁ R %}%fz'jj\ A a, EE lEJEjf J %/7 E/J%Z“ﬁ
idea developed among the ruling classes that instead democracy and republican government. This helped start ~ born in the United States, and for many immigrants 75 AR A, b EREEEG EE T

of a king or other single ruler making decisions for the period known as the Enlightenment — the light of  to this country, like a breath of fresh air. B XEEBRTEAH D N RFBEITNE

everyone, the citizens should all debate policies, and reason shining onto the intellectual darkness that Europe i, EEFRE, BEEHIERIMA T
FIE R TVEARTT .
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